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“GREAT MARIANAS TURKEY SHOOT”

By June 1944, Admiral Raymond Spruance, commander of
the U.S. 5th Fleet, had assembled the largest naval force ever
seen in the Pacific Ocean, Under the command of Vice
Admiral Mare Mitscher from the new carrier Lexington, this
powerful armada was known as Task Force 58 Its Jjob was to
support amphibious assaults on Saipan, Tinian and Guam,
By June 13, Japanese Combined Fleet Commander Admiral
Soemu Toyoda knew & decisive battle would take place near
Saipan. This great batile was expected to redeem Japanese
honor for the humiliating defeat at Midway two years ear-
lier. Success, it was also assumed, would allow Japan to
regdin the offensive and the balance of strategic naval power
in the Pacific. What Toyoda did not know was that the
Americans had broken Japanese naval codes, Thus, on June

B Herdzrsaat

19, when four air strikes were launched, the U.S, was ready.
Out of 373 attacking Japanese aireraft, only 130 returned,
For U.S. Hellcat pilots, it was “as easy as shooting turkeys.”
That same day, the Japancse carriers Taiho and Shokaku
were sunk by U.S, submarines. On the afternoon of June 20,
the Americans attacked the Japanese fleet in force, [n the
space of 20 minutes, U.S. planes sank the Japanese carrier
Hiyo, hit two tankers (later scuttled), inflicted some damage
fo iwo other carriers and downed 65 of the 75 Japanese
planes that rose to battle the Americans. Although only 20
U.S, aircraft were destroyed during the action, the return
flight after dark resulted in 80 planes lost in crash landings or
by ditching in the sea, This overwhelming victory paved the
way for the U.S, advance into the western Pacific.

THE RED BALL EXPRESS

Following the June 6, 1944, invasion of Normandy, the
Allied advance across France moved swiftly, By September
the Allies had crossed the Seine and were poised Lo enter
Germany through the Ardennes. But momentum was slowed
by the difficulty in transporting enough supplies to keep u
two-million man army moving. The French rail system had
been wrecked and transport aircraft were able to déliver anly
atrickle of supplies, The only way to provide the Alljed army
with the material it needed to pursue the retreating Germans
was by road, Trucks driven mostly by black privates from the
LLS, Transport Corps picked up freight at St. Lo, near the
Normandy beaches, and drove as Fast as they couldto Chartres
to supply the U.S. 1st Army, or to Dreux for the U.S. 3rd

E Hrerlor eooned

Army. Called the “Red Ball Express,” a railroad term used for
Fast [reight, the drivers raced each other to see who could
complete the 700-mile long circuit in the shortest time.
Driving mostly at night with blackout lights — called cateyes
— they recklessly careened around curves and spedall-outin
straightaways in a desperate effort to deliver fuel, food,
ammunition and spare parts to the forward lines, The trucks
used about 250,000 gallons of gasoline a day and the wear
and tear on men and machinery was severe. Mechanics
worked around (he clock to keep vehicles running. But the
ciforl was worthwhile. There was, in the words of Winston
Churchill, “a fecling of elation, of expectancy and almost
hewilderment,” The war would soon be over.

LEYTE GULF — HISTORY"S GREATEST SEA BATTLE

The most decisive naval action of the Pacific War came as
a result of (he amphibious landing on Leyte Island of
American troops under General Douglas MacArthur. Sup-
porting the U.S. invasion were the 3rd Fleet under the
command of Admiral William F. Halsey and the 7th Fleet
commanded by Vice Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid — the
largest naval force ever assembled, Since Japan had to hold
the Philippines to protect itself from invasion, a mighty
Japanese flect commanded by Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita
was sent steaming toward Leyte. The fleet included the
world’s largest battleships, the Yamato and the Musashi,
und was bent on stopping the invasion and smashing the
American fleet. The drama began on the evening of October
23, 1944, with a US. submarine atiack on Japanese war-

ships. The ensuing battle was played out like a giant chess
match, replete with costly errors, extraordinary gallantry
and unbelievable heroism on both sides. It lasted three days
and swepl across an area the size of France, involving
swarming planes, massive bombs and torpedoes, special
exploding shells with time-delay fuses, one of the first
kumikaze attacks, and ghastly carnage. When it was over,
the Americans had lost one light carrier — the Princeton —
and five other vessels, along with some 3,000 men. The
Japanese lost four carriers and 22 ships — including the
Musashi — as well as about 10,000 men, and had been
effectively eliminated as a naval power. Most important,
they had lost the Philippines, as MacArthur and his men
were well on their way to (aking control of Levie [sland.
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LINK-UP AT ELBE RIVER

General Dwight Eisenhower planned to join forces with the
Red Army in south-central Germany, thus dividing the
country across the center and preventing the Germans from
regrouping. On April 23, 1945, the U.S. 6th Armored Divi-
sion had made radio contact with the Russians, and the next
day a patrol from the 69th Infantry Division. led by Ist
Licutenant Albert Kolzebue, moved across the Mulde River,
By April 25, 1945, the patrol had entered the village of
Strehla — a German town near the Elbe River. Unable 10
make radio contact with the Sovicts, Kotzebue fired flares
— @ prearranged signal — bul received no answer, After
acquiring four boats and using rifle butts and boards as

l }‘/n‘ syl tw//.""

paddles, he mel the Russian 175th Rifle Regiment on the
Elbe. Later in the day, the U.S. st Army’s 69th Infantry
Division, 273rd Regiment, was encamped at the town of
Wiirzen. Receiving orders to survey nearby roads, 2nd
Licutenant Bill Robertson’s four-man patrol moved toward
the German town of Torgau, on the Elbe River, Knowing
thal the Russians were close, he attempted to make contact.
Signalling the Soviets witha rudimentary homemade Ameri-
can flag, he shouted and waved (o them atop Torgan’s
Hartenfels Castle, Robertson, with two of his men, pro-
ceeded toward the Elbe to greel Russian Sergeant Nikolai
Andreyev halfway across the river.

HOLOCAUST

In 1939, afier Adolf Hitler conquered Poland, the Nazis
began using any means necessary Lo eliminate the Jewish
population and achieve their goal of racial purification,
Trade-unionists, vpsies, homosexuals, prisoners of war
and other “undesirables” also became victims of Nazi ha-
tred. Forced out of their homes and herded like cattle into
ghettos or trains bound for concentration camps, these
people were unaware of the atracities they would face. In
1941, Chelmo — the first death camp— was completed, but
by the end of the war, numerous other concentration can ps
and extermination centers would be utilized by the Nazi
regime to carry out Hitler's *Final Solution.” According to
Reichsfiihrer Heinrich Himmiler. this plan stated that “The

& Fleetor vard

accupied Eastern (erritories are Lo become free of Jews."
Upon arrival ai the extermination camps, prisoners were at
the mercy of Nazi officers who seleeted healthy men 1o
serve as sluve lahorers, while women, children and the
elderly were sent directly to the gas chambers. Those chosen
as workers met a slower deith. Weak from hunger, these
prisoners often died from starvation, exhaustion and beat-
ings, A prisoner’s life expeclancy in confinement was nine
months. Tragically, as the war drew to un end and Hitler
realized that Germany would be defeated, he sped up the
exlermination process. By early 1945, when the Allies
began liberating the death camps, millions had already Jied
al the hands of Nazis,

SURRENDER AT REIMS

Adoll Hitler's successor, Grand Admiral Kurl Dinitz. felt {1
was imperative that German forees surrender (o the Western
Allies rather than the Russians. Stalin’s armics had been
vicious in their assaults on Germuny s civilian population,
Knawing that the deliverance of his forces into the hands of
the Soviets would mean almost certin deuth, Donitz hoped
todelay the formal capitulation 1o ensure that his troops could
surrender instead to the Anglo-Americans. Donitz sent Gen-
eral Alfred Judl 1o Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expedition-
ary Force (SHAEF) in Reims, France, with instructions to
surrender only to the Western Allics. On May 6, 1945, Jodl
and Admiral Hans Georg von Friedeburg met with U.S,
Licutenunt General Walter Bedell-Smith and British Mejor

General Kenneth Strong. Bedel-Smitlh, #cling tor General
Drwight Eisenhower, proposed an unconditivnal and simulti-
nepus surrender of wll German land. sea and air forees on all
fronts a1 11:00 p.m, on May 8, 1943 Jod! areued for a
postponement and declured that the German High Command
needed more tinge to couse operations and to transmil orders.
Bul Bedel-Smith, as directed by Eisenhawer, insisted that the
surrender must be signed that day and that hostilities must
cedse hy midnight on May %, 1945, Unable tostall uny longer,
Tudl radioed Donitz with the message: *1sce no aliernative
chaos or signature,” Reluctanly Déniiz agreed. and carly on
the morning of May 7. 1945, the document o unconditional
surtender was signed in the SHAEF war room,
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MILLIONS IN EUROPE UPROOTED

After six years of war, some 50 million Europeans who had
been uprooted from their homes were left wandering across
the ravaged countryside. Citizens of nearly every European
nation were struggling to return home or reach some other
refuge. Fortunately, many had fled to other regions within
their own countries during the war. making for an easier
resettlement. Others, however, found themselves in alien
lands with nowhere to go, These scattered refugees included
freed slave laborers, former concentration camp inmates and
prisoners of war, #s well as civilians who had fled their homes
because of artillery attack and bombardment. Many Jews
who had survived the Holocaust were hoping to emigrate o

. Fhoestor il

Palestine, while some Eastern Europeans were reluctant 1o
return home to life under a Communist government. Included
among the wandering refugees were millions of displaced
Germans. many of whom had been sent by Adolf Hitler
during the war to colonize conquered lands. Also, millions of
ather German citizens had lost their homes when post-way
agreements allowed the Polish border to extend farther into
Eastern Germany. The homeless, wandering masses of dis-
placed Europeans flooded the rouds. Trains and trucks that
had once carried troops to war and Jews to slaughter now
hauled an army of bewildered refugees seeking a haven, The
wounds of war would sear their lives for generations lo come.

FIRST ATOMIC BOMB DROPPED

OnJuly 17, 1945, in Polsdam, Germany, U.S, President Harry
Truman, Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin and British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill mel to discuss the rebuilding of
a devastated Europe. Though the European war had ended,
the conflict with Japan continued to rage on, Aftera luncheon
on July 24, Truman turned to Stalin’s interpreter and said,
“lell the Generalissimo that we have perfected a very power-
tul explosive which we are going to use against the Japanese
and we think will end the war.” Truman was referring to the
first atomic bomb. Made from uraniun, “Litile Boy™ was 10
feet long, 28 inches thick and weighed 9.000 pounds when
assembled. At 8:15 a.m.. on August 6, 1945, “Little Boy™
dropped from the B-29 Superfortress Enola Gay wward 1ts
tiirget — Hiroshima, The heat in the fireball that rose above

Tl il

the city was later caleulated at 540,000 degrees Fahrenheit,
and some 80,000 to 130,000 Japanese were killed instantly.
Truman issued a statement o the Japanese that warned, “The
force from which the sun draws its power has been loosed
upon those that brought war to the Far East. If they do not now
accept our terms they may expect a rain of ruin from the air,
the like of which has never been seen on this earth.” Japan did
not reply, True to his threat, on August 9, Truman ordered
“Fat Man™ — the second A-bomb — to be dropped on
Nagasaki. That evening, Emperor Hirohilo told his country
that surrender was inevitable. By the morning of August 10,
all of Hirohito's cabinet members had signed statements
accepting the surrender, although the formal papers would
not be signed until Scptember 2.

WAR OVER: JAPAN SURRENDERS UNCONDITIONALLY

On the evening of August Y, afler the U.S. had destroyed
Nagasakiwith the second atomic bomb. Japan’s Emperar
Hirahito told his people thal, “The time has come when
we must bear the unbearable.” By the morning ol Avgust
L0, all of his cabinet members had signed o statement
accepting the surrender to the Allied forces. The one
condilion requested by the Japanese was that the “su-
preme power ol the Emperor not be compromised.” On
August 28, Colonel Charles Tench of the U.S Army
arrived at Alsugi air base near Tokyo, The C-47 that
carriecd Tench was the lead plane of 45 ajreraft that
hrought in supplics. as well as (roops. Over the next two
days America’s magnificent air power would be dis-
plaved. as 200 B-2Ys and several transports arrived. The

American battleships Missouri and South Dakota and the
British battleship Duke of York anchored in Tokyo Bay on
August 29. A totil of 258 vessels of the U.5. Pacific Fleet
and several ships from other Allied couniries were also in
attendance. General Douglas MacArthur, the occupation’s
supreme commander. arrived on August 30 in his personal
C-47. the Bataan, More Allied troops continued to arrive
until the formal surrender ceremony. At 8:35 in the morning
on September 2, 1945, a ning-member Japanese delegation
boarded the USS Missouri. Thousands of sailors, soldiers
and newsmen walched as Japan™s Foreign Minister Mumoru
Shigemitsu and MacAsthur signed the document of surren-
der, Appropriately, afier the signing, the Sun came out for
the first time that day. marking the dawn of 8 new era.
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Founding of Stockhelms Easkilds Hank to tobsccoco, shipping,
railroads, and sleckranics. AfFt=r gradustirg im 1338 fram
the University oF Michigan with & B.A. in city planning.
and srohitecturs, be worksd For a husiness firm im South
Africa =nd them B Outch bank in Haifa, Palescine..

On Jume 31, 1248 he was appeointed sttache to ths Swedish
mission in Budapesst. s Upan his arrival he wasted no time
In issuing Fabricated passsports and jdentificsticn papsrs
to Humgarian Jews. He2 managed through courage, gulle, and
detezrmination ta resocum 20,000 (parbeps as many &= 100,200]
Jdews FromNazi death camps. On Jargary 15, 1545 he and his
chauffeur left Budspest ln the sccampsny of twoe RAussisn
offlclals. Neither Wallenbsryg nor hbls chagffeaur werse asver
zeen ar hzard from sgs=in.

]

O Qetaober 5, 1981, efter 3 specizal =sct of Congress hgd
beren passed, Fresident HMAeesgst bsstawsd _upon Wallsnberg
hotorary U.85. eitizenship, an asctlon having been swardsd
anly ane ather person: Wimstern Chorekill,
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Ernie Pyle (wearing goggles,) with members of the Army Signal Corps in France.
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Ernie’s final words

The following is a rough draft
of a column Pyle had been pre-
paring for release upon the
end of the war in Europe. It
was found on his body the day
he was killed on leShima, 20
days before the Germans sur-

rendered.

\ ERNIE PYLE

18 APRIL 1945

L Sionantatend

And so it is over. The catastrophe on one side of the world has gone would not wish themselves to be a millstone of gloom

run its course. The day that it had so long seemed would nev-
er come has come at last. | suppose our emotions here in the
Pacific are the same as they were among Allies all over the
world. First a shouting of the good news with such joyous sur-
prise that you would think the shouter himself had brought it
about.

And then an unspoken sense of gigantic relief-and then a
hope that the collapse in Europe would hasten the end in the
Pacific.

It has been seven months since | heard my last shot in the
European War. Now | am as far away from it as it is possible
to get on this globe.

This is written on a little ship lying off the coast of the island of
Okinawa, just south of Japan, on the other side of the world
from Ardennes.

But my heart is still in Europe, and that’s why | am writing this
column.

It is to the boys who were my friends for so long. My one re-
gret of the war is that | was not with them when it ended.

For the companionship of two and a half years of death and
misery is a spouse that tolerates no divorce. Such companion-
ship finally becomes a part of one’s soul, and it cannot be
obliterated.

True, | am with American boys in the other war not yet ended,
but | am old-fashioned and my sentiment runs to old things.
To me the European War is old, and the Pacific War is new.

Last summer | wrote that | hoped the end of the war could be
a gigantic relief, but not an elation. In the joyousness of high
spirits it is so easy for us to forget the dead. Those who are

around our necks.

But there are so many of the living who have had burned into
their brains forever the unnatural sight of cold dead men scat-
tered over the hillsides and in the ditches along the high rows
of hedge throughout the world.

Dead men by mass production-in one country after another-
month after month and year after year. Dead men in winter
and dead men in summer.

Dead men in such familiar promiscuity that they become mo-
notonous.

Dead men in such monstrous infinity that you come almost to
hate them.

Those are the things that you at home need not even try to
understand. To you at home they are columns of figures, or he
is a near one who went way and just didn’t come back. You
didn’t see him lying so grotesque and pasty beside the gravel
road in France.

We saw him, saw him by the multiple thousands. That’s the
difference.

We hope above all things that Japan won’t make the same
stubborn mistake that Germany did. You must credit Germany
for her courage in adversity, but you can doubt her good com-
mon sense in fighting blindly on long after there was any doubt
whatever about the outcome.

Permission to re-publish Ernie Pyle’s column was given by the
Scripps Howard Foundation and distributed by the Ernie Pyle

World War Il Museum in Dana, Indiana.

Albert “Al” Sackin, 93, of Tamarac, Fla., died June 7, 2015.

During World War I, he served over three years as a medic with the
307th Infantry Medical Detachment of the prestigious 77th Infantry
(Statue of Liberty Division), gaining the rank of Technician Fifth Grade

Yama, le Shima, R. I. , 18 April 1945. When an enemy mortar concen
tration fell on his company’s position, Technician SACKIN, company aid
man, advanced beyond the front lines despite the danger. He crossed
an open field under heavy small arms and mortar fire to give aid to and
evacuate a severely wounded soldier. During the ensuing hours of bat-

(Sergeant). In that period he was awarded many medals and awards,
including a Combat Medic Badge, Purple Heart, both U.S. Army and
Philippine Army Presidential Unit Citations, Philippine Liberation Medal,
Asia-Pacific Campaign Medal (3 Stars), Victory Medal, American Cam-
paign Medal, American Victory Service Award, and Good Conduct Med-
al. The Army also awarded him a Bronze Star “V” (for valor or heroic
achievement) with Oak Leaf Cluster for saving the lives of several of his
comrades during the war.

The following paragraph is the Army’s citation of his heroism:
“Technician Fifth Grade, ALBERT SACKIN, (then Private First Class),
Medical Department, Army of the United States. For heroic achievement
in connection with military operations against the enemy near legusugu

tle, Technician SACKIN administered first aid to all the wounded men of
his company. Learning that litter bearers were not available, he placed
ten of the seriously wounded under cover until he was able to secure
three tanks to take them to the aid station all while being wounded him-
self. By his courage, initiative and devotion to duty Technician SACKIN
saved the lives of several of his comrades and was an inspiration to the
men of the company.”

He was a member of Temple Beth Shalom in Livingston, where for many
years he served as a member of the Religious Committee.
http://njiewishnews.com/community/lifecycle/obituaries/obituary-albert-
sackin

Note Al Sackin received decorations for his heroic efforts to save
soldiers in the same battle that Ernie Pyle died.
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*“A remarkable book”

—Starred, School Library Journal

| B2 AN SLTelT
A L ey

Y BROTHER'S
KEEPER

The Holocaust Through the
Eyes of an Artist
By ISRAEL BERNBAUM

X “Five large canvasses—a series bf bold paintings collec:
tively entitled ‘Warsaw Ghetto 1943 —and a personal narra-
tive display and relate a vivid history of the Holocaust....
A remarkable book that illuminates the artistic process as
it recalls a vile part of recent history, this'makes a strong
case for belief in the statement, I am My Brother's Keeper."
—Starred, School Library Journal

“Each chapter is devoted to one of the five paintings, In each
case a photograph of the full painting is followed by Bern-
baum's commentary... The paintings are immensely detailed,
vividly colored, and dramatically composed...His concern is
10 relate the symboals he has used to the historical events as
well as to his fearful message of what racisim and indifference
can bring!’ —Focus review, Booklist

0-399-21242-8 $16.95

G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS

+++The artist'as choice of subject matterand his illuminating
text peoint to his major concern to reach the “"children of today"
with the message from the Jewish children of the Holocaust.
He hopes that their suffering will inspire the children of
the world with compassion and love for fellow men.

Dr. Luba K. Gurdus
Martyrdom and Resistance

«».Literal, colerful, striking without being gory, these murals
constitute a genuine folk art. In addition to providing a simple
narrative on the Holocaust, the artist draws the attention of
children to the symbolism that tells the story through his art.

Professor Lisa Kuhmerker

Dimensions, a Journal of
Holocaust Studies

+++Both your art and writing ( one can almost say "iyries")
are fascinating and constitute an insightful statement
on the Holocaust.
Dr. Rabbi Lamm, President
Yeshiva University

.. .Even though--40 yeare later--it defies comprehension,
it's a story that must be told to our children and then,
to their children. ..President Reagan would have done well
to read this book before going to Europe.

Zel Levin

Federation Voice

-.:¥Written for children yet of interest to adults as well.

the work reads like a story book of the Holocaust interspersed

with reproductions of the ‘artist/author's five cil paintings.
Linda Ostrow

The B'nai B'rith International
dewish Monthly

.+ .Accompanying the artwork is the artlist's own commentary.
The total effect isen unforzettable pleture of the magnitude
and horror of the Holocaust.

National Conferencs of

Christians and Jews

Children's and Young Adults' List




Michael Feldberg

Lincoln's fight for Jewish
chaplains

http://www.jewishworldreview.com | For Jews who
wish to observe the rituals of their faith, wartime may
pose seemingly insurmountable challenges. The
exigencies of war can make the observance of the
Sabbath, holy days and the kosher laws very difficult.
Jewish soldiers must, on occasion, subordinate
religious observance to combat. Despite the frequent
priority of war over religion, there are times, such as
the funeral of a fallen Jewish soldier or at the bedside
of a wounded Jew, when religion can shape war

policy.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Jews could not serve

as chaplains in the U.S. armed forces. When the war commenced in 1861, Jews
enlisted in both the Union and Confederate armies. The Northern Congress adopted a
bill in July of 1861 that permitted each regiment's commander, on a vote of his field
officers, to appoint a regimental chaplain so long as he was "a regularly ordained
minister of some Christian denomination."

Only Representative Clement L. Vallandigham of Ohio, a non-Jew, protested that this
clause discriminated against soldiers of the Jewish faith. Vallandigham argued that the
Jewish population of the United States, "whose adherents are . . . good citizens and as
true patriots as any in this country," deserved to have rabbis minister to Jewish soldiers.
Vallandigham thought the law, which endorsed Christianity as the official religion of the
United States, was blatantly unconstitutional. However, there was no organized national
Jewish protest to support Vallandigham and the bill sailed through Congress.

Three months later, a YMCA worker visiting the field camp of a Pennsylvania regiment
known as "Cameron's Dragoons" discovered to his horror that the officers had elected a
Jew, Michael Allen, as regimental chaplain. While not an ordained rabbi, Allen was
fluent in the Portuguese minhagim (ritual) and taught at the Philadelphia Hebrew
Education Society. As Allen was neither a Christian nor an ordained minister, the YMCA
representative filed a formal complaint with the Army. Obeying the recently enacted law,
the Army forced Allen to resign his post.

Hoping to create a test case based strictly on a chaplain's religion and not his lack of
ordination, Colonel Max Friedman and the officers of the Cameron's Dragoons then
elected an ordained rabbi, the Reverend Arnold Fischel of New York's Congregation
Shearith Israel, to serve as regimental chaplain-designate. When Fischel, a Dutch
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immigrant, applied for certification as chaplain, the Secretary of War, none other than
Simon Cameron, for whom the Dragoons were named, complied with the law and
rejected Fischel's application.

Fischel's rejection stimulated American Jewry to action. The American Jewish press let
its readership know that Congress had limited the chaplaincy to those who were
Christians and argued for equal treatment for Judaism before the law. This initiative by
the Jewish press irritated a handful of Christian organizations, including the YMCA,
which resolved to lobby Congress against the appointment of Jewish chaplains. To
counter their efforts, the Board of Delegates of American Israelites, one of the earliest
Jewish communal defense agencies, recruited Reverend Fischel to live in Washington,
minister to wounded Jewish soldiers in that city's military hospitals and lobby President
Abraham Lincoln to reverse the chaplaincy law. Although today several national Jewish
organizations employ representatives to make their voices heard in Washington;
Fischel's mission was the first such undertaking of this type.

Armed with letters of introduction from Jewish and non-Jewish political leaders, Fischel
met on December 11, 1861 with President Lincoln to press the case for Jewish
chaplains. Fischel explained to Lincoln that, unlike many others who were waiting to see
the president that day, he came not to seek political office, but to "contend for the
principle of religious liberty, for the constitutional rights of the Jewish community, and for
the welfare of the Jewish volunteers."

According to Fischel, Lincoln asked questions about the chaplaincy issues, "fully
admitted the justice of my remarks . . . and agreed that something ought to be done to
meet this case." Lincoln promised Fischel that he would submit a new law to Congress
"broad enough to cover what is desired by you in behalf of the Israelites."

Lincoln kept his word, and seven months later, on July 17, 1862, Congress finally
adopted Lincoln's proposed amendments to the chaplaincy law to allow "the
appointment of brigade chaplains of the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish religions." In
historian Bertram Korn's opinion, Fischel's "patience and persistence, his unselfishness
and consecration ... won for American Jewry the first major victory of a specifically
Jewish nature . . . on a matter touching the Federal government."

Korn concluded, "Because there were Jews in the land who cherished the equality

granted them in the Constitution, the practice of that equality was assured, not only for
Jews, but for all minority religious groups."
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Chapter IlI: Of Civil Seders in the Civil War
Posted on April 11, 2014 by Webmaster- AJHS New England

Interested in learning more about American Jewish history and AJHS-New England Archives?
Join our mailing list today to receive our quarterly newsletter and event invitations!

To mark the Passover holiday, the American Jewish Historical Society-New England Archives
recalls the challenges Jewish soldiers faced during the American Civil War.

For American Jewry during the Civil War, the Passover story was especially powerful. Northern
soldiers saw clear parallels between the Union freeing the South’s slaves and Moses leading the
ancient Hebrews out of Egypt. For Jewish Yankees, it was important to conduct their Seders,
and despite obstacles they managed to do so.

In 1862, the Jewish Messenger published an account by J. A. Joel of the 23rd Ohio Volunteer
Regiment of an improvised Seder celebrated by Union soldiers in Fayette, West Virginia (a
Southern state that remained in the Union). Joel and twenty other Jewish soldiers were granted
leave to observe Passover. A soldier from the 23rd Ohio home on leave in Cincinnati shipped
matzot and Haggadot to his colleagues. Joel wrote:

We. ... sen[t] parties to forage in the country [for Passover food] while a party stayed to build a
log hut for the services. . . We obtained two kegs of cider, a lamb, several chickens and some
eggs. Horseradish or parsley we could not obtain, but in lieu we found a weed whose
bitterness, | apprehend, exceeded anything our forefathers ‘enjoyed.’ ...

We had the lamb, but did not know what part was to represent it at the table; but Yankee
ingenuity prevailed, and it was decided to cook the whole and put it on the table, then we could
dine off it, and be sure we got the right part.

The necessaries for the choroutzes we could not obtain, so we got a brick which, rather hard to
digest, reminded us, by looking at it, for what purpose it was intended.

Yankee ingenuity indeed! Historian Bertram Korn observes, “It must have been quite a sight:
these twenty men gathered together in a crude and hastily-built log hut, their weapons at their
side, prepared as in Egypt-land for all manner of danger, singing the words of praise and faith in
the ancient language of Israel.” The Seder proceeded smoothly until the eating of the bitter
herbs. Joel recounted:

We all had a large portion of the herb ready to eat at the moment | said the blessing; each [ate]
his portion, when horrors! What a scene ensued . . . The herb was very bitter and very fiery like
Cayenne pepper, and excited our thirst to such a degree that we forgot the law authorizing us
to drink only four cups, and . . . we drank up all the cider. Those that drank more freely became
excited and one thought he was Moses, another Aaron, and one had the audacity to call himself
a Pharaoh. The consequence was a skirmish, with nobody hurt, only Moses, Aaron and Pharaoh
had to be carried to the camp, and there left in the arms of Morpheus.
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More problematic was the situation of Union soldiers who, unable to hold their own Seders,
were forced to “fraternize” with local Southern Jews. Myer Levy of Philadelphia, for example,
was in a Virginia town one Passover late in the war when he saw a young boy sitting on his front
steps eating a piece of matzo. According to Korn, when Levy “asked the boy for a piece, the
child fled indoors, shouting at the top of his lungs, ‘Mother, there’s a damn Yankee Jew
outside! The boy’s mother invited Levy to Seder that night. One wonders how the Virginian
family and the Yankee soldier each interpreted the Haggadah portions describing the evils of
bondage.

On the eve of the fifth day of Passover (April 14), 1865, Abraham Lincoln was shot and died of
his wounds in the early morning of April 15, which had already been scheduled as a national
day of prayer to mark the end of the Civil War. Jews across the land were gathering in
synagogues to give thanks. When news of Lincoln’s death arrived, Korn notes, the synagogue
altars were quickly draped in black and, instead of Passover melodies, the congregations
chanted Yom Kippur hymns. Rabbis set aside their sermons and wept openly at their pulpits, as
did their congregants. Lincoln had been protective of American Jewry, overturning General
Grant’s infamous General Order #11 expelling Jews from the Department of the Tennessee and
supporting legislation allowing Jewish chaplains to serve in the military. The Jewish Record
drew the analogy between Lincoln not having lived to see the reconciliation of North and South
and Moses dying on Mount Pisgah before he saw the Israelites enter the Promised Land.

Today, the U.S. military does a superb job of assuring that its Jewish members are able to
observe the requirements of their faith even in the most remote or hostile locales. During the
Civil War, it was far more difficult for Jewish soldiers to serve their country while maintaining
the traditions that beautify Judaism. For Jewish Union soldiers fighting between 1861 and 1865
to free others from slavery, the Passover parallels must have made each Seder they attended
particularly sweet and meaningful.
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